in abnormal conditions of the organ of hearing, diseases of the conducting apparatus from diseases of the sentient part of the organ. This is an enquiry of great interest and importance to the surgeon, as well as of weighty significance to the patient.
Is the disturbed function of the organ due to a hindrance to the transmission of sound from the exterior to the terminal nerve structures, or is it due to pathological changes in the nerve itself, either at its origin in the brain, in its stem, or in its expansions and terminations in the labyrinth ? These are questions which must seriously engage our attention when called upon to give an opinion as to the prospects of a case of disease of the auditory apparatus, and, even in general medical diagnosis, their consideration is often demanded when disturbance of the function of hearing is one of the symptoms present.
The impression of sound reaches our consciousness by a specific excitation of the terminations of the nerve of hearing.
The simplest idea oi this is got from the arrangement found in the lower fishes, in which there is no conducting apparatus for the sound, as in the case of the mammalia. The organ of hearing consists, in these creatures, of a simple membranous bag, filled with fluid. The inner surface of this bag is lined with cells having small hair-like appendages projecting into the fluid. These cells receive the terminal fibres of the auditory nerve, and when the waves of sound which fall upon the firm parts of the head are propagated to the fluid in the bag, sympathetic vibrations are set up in the minute hair-like processes, and, the terminations of the nerve being thus stimulated, the sensation of sound is experienced. The 
